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die at all it is necessary to examine the history
of man as found recorded in the Bible.

The first man was created perfect and was
given a perfect home on earth. He had the right
to live on earth and was made the prince of the
earth, being given complete authority to control
it. His perpetunal enjoyment of these favors de-
pended on his obedience to God’s law. Being a
perfect man, endowed with the faculty of rev-
erence, man worshiped his loving Creator, Je-
hovah God.

Lucifer, a spirit son of God, was appointed
by the Lmd (God as man’s overseer in Eden.
Lucifer became ambitious to have the worship
of man, that he might be like the Most High.
(Isa. 14:12- 15) Lucifer resorted to fraud and
deceit to accomplish his purposes. He reasoned
that he must first alienate man from God and
that then he, Lucifer, would appear in the eyes
of man as his benefactor and entitled to his
worship. He worked through the woman Eve
and induced her to believe that God was not
telling her and her husband the truth.

Lucifer said to Eve: ‘For God doth know that
in the day ye eat that food your eyes shall be
opened and ye shall be as gods, knowing good
and evil. Ye shall not surely die’ (Genesis
3:4,5) Otherwise stated, he told Eve that Je-
hovah was deliberately keeping her and Adam
in the dark as to their rights and privileges. Ile
induced Eve to believe him, and she violated
God’s law. Adam learned what she had done
and joined her in the transgression. (1 Timothy
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2:14) The result was that Adam lost every-
thing that he had received.

THE JUDGMENT

The judgment that God entered against Adam
completely disproves the doctrine of eternal
torment. You know that a retroactive law is re-
pugnant to man. It shocks even imperfect man’s
sense of justice. In making the fundamental
law of America it was provided that no ex post
facto law should ever be enacted. Surely God
is better than man. If the preachers are right
in stating that God provided the place of eternal
torment, and sent Adam into that condition with
the other wicked, then the penalty of thelaw was
changed after Adam had sinned; and if God did
that, then he is guilty of making and enforcing
an ex post facto law. Such a thing is absolutely
inconsistent with a just God, and it is written
that justice and judgment are the foundation of
Jehovah’s throne.—Psalm 89: 14.

To Adam God declared his law, and then said :
‘If you violate it you shall surely die.” (Genesis
2:17) To die means to cease to exist. It means
the absence of life. If man violated God’s law,
which he did, then God, to be congistent, must
do with him exactly what he had stated he would
do. The Lord God causedrhis judgment to bhe
recorded in the Bible, and it is so plain and un-
equivocal that even a preacher ought to be able
to understand it. In that judgment there is no
intimation of eternal torture or purgatory. That
judgment reads:
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“And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast
hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast
eaten of the tree of which I commanded thee,
saying, Thon shalt not eat of it: cursed is the
ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of
it all the days of thy life; thorns also and
thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou
shalt eat the herb of the field; in the sweat of
thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return
unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken:
for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thow re-
turn.”—Genesis 3: 17-19.

The doctrine of eternal torment was never
heard of for more than four thousand years
after Adam was sentenced to death. It is an in-
vention of the Devil himself, and promulgated
for the purpose of maintaining his original lie,
‘There is no death.” The Devil saw that if man
should believe the doctrine of the inherent im-
mortality of the soul, then he must likewise be-
lieve that the wicked soul must be in torment
somewhere ; and that if he could induce man to
believe that Jehovah God had given man an
immortal soul that cannot die, and had provided
a place of eternal torture for that soul, then he
would turn mankind away from God and cause
man to curse God. It is a part of the Devil's
original scheme which he worked upon Eve, that
he might turn man away from the great Je-
hovah, The two doctrines of inherent immortal-
ity and eternal torment must stand or fall to-
gether; and both being untrue, they must fall.

Man was made of the elements of the earth,
and when he dies he goes hack to the dust; and
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the breath of life, which God breathed into his
nostrils, passes out of man back into space
whenece it came, and man is completely dead.
—Hecclesiastes 3:19; Psalm 146: 4.

At the time Adam sinned he had no children.
His children were born after his expulsion from
Eden. Because of sin Adam was sentenced to
death. When his children were born they were
imperfect, because the man under sentence of
death could not transmit perfect life. Hence we
read: “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in
sin did my mother conceive me.”—Psalm 51 : 5.

All the human race, then, have been born
sinners; not because they wanted to be, but be-
cause there was no escape from it. “Wherefore,
as by one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned.” (Romans 5:12) The
Devil is responsible for causing man to sin, and
therefore the death of man can be charged di-
rectly to the Devil.

Now, your son was born without any right to
life, for the reason that he inherited the result
of Adam’s violation of God’s law. God must sen-
tence Adam to death, in order to be consistent;
and since all of his offspring were born without
a right to life, then death is the natural end of
all the human family, Whether a man dies by
accident or from disease it matters not.

You might ask: Why has not God stopped
death sooner? The answer is that God has per-
mitted the human race to go on until his own
due time to lift them out of sin and degradation.
If the dead are unconscious and “know not any-
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thing”, then they are not suffering. If God in
his due time will awaken them out of death and
give them an opportunity for life, then they have
suffered no injury. We shall now see that God
has made provision for the redemption of man
in due time, and that each one shall have an in-
dividual opportunity to obey him and live for-
ever.
2 RANSOM PROMISED

In God’s due time death will be destroyed, and
then no more will die. “He will swallow up death
in victory.” (Isaiah 25:8; Revelation 21:4)
These are promises of God and all of God’s
promises are certain to be fulfilled in due time.
(Isaiah 46:11; 55:11) Another promise Jeho-
vah made is this: “I will ransom them from the
-power of the grave; I will redeem them from
death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave,
I will be thy destruction.” (Hosea 13:14) These
promises of God would be of no avail if any one
who has died were in eternal torment.

Be it noted that the foregoing promise is not
to redeem man from purgatory or eternal tor-
ture, but the promise is to redeem him from
death and from the power of the grave. It fol-
lows conclusively, therefore, that the present
condition of the dead is that they are in the
tomb, and not in any place or condition of con-
sciousness. Since God has made provision for
the redemption of man, death is often spoken of
as sleep. In due time, then, the Lord will bring
the dead out of that condition back to life, if
this promise is true. But how could that be
done? you ask. Let us see.
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RANSOM PROVIDED

Love means the complete expression of un-
selfishness. If you do something for a person in
order to aid him, and you do it regardless of
whether he knows it or does not know it, and
you are unselfish in it, love is the motive that
prompts you. You loved your son ever since
you had him. You would have done anything
that you could have done for his good, whether
he knew it or not. If your son had gone wrong
and you could have done something to help him
you would have done so gladly.

Adam; the first man, was the son of God. He
went wrong. God having made and announced
his law, Adam, having broken it, must pay the
penalty God could not let him go unpunished
and maintain his own dignity and justice. But
God immediately, because of his love for his son
Adam, began to make provision for man’s re-
demption and deliverance. So wisely did he
make his provision that he arranged that not
only Adam, but all of Adam’s children, shounld
be redeemed and given an opportunity for life,
and that includes your son.

But Adam and all his offspring would remain
in death everlastingly had not God made some
provision to grant them life, He could not con-
sistently reverse his own judgment, but he
~could consistently make a p10v1310n for some
one to take the place of Adam in death that
Adam and all his children might be relieved of
the disability and have a chance to live. In his
law is this provision: ‘A life may be given for
another life” (Deuteronomy 19:21) That.pro-
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vision of the law was that if a perfect man
could be found who would be willing to die in
Adam’s stead, then God could consistently re-
lease Adam and all of his offspring from death
and the effects thereof. No man in all the earth
could be found to meet the law’s requirements,
because all are the offspring of Adam.—Psalm
49: 7.

Now mark the unselfishness of Jehovah God.
As the great provision for man’s redemption
unfolds to our eyes we can begin to truly ap-
preciate that God is love. The beginning of
God’s creation was the Logos, his beloved Son.
In obedience to the will of Jehovah the life of
this beloved Son was transferred from the
spirit to the human plane. He was begotten in
the womb of Mary by the power of Jehovah,
(Matthew 1:18) He was born a perfect child,
holy, harmless and separate from sinners.

When this Son reached thirty years of age,
the age required for legal majority under the
law, he was a perfect man, exactly like Adam
before Adam sinned. Now the name of this be-
loved Son, originally the Logos but now a man,
was Jesus. (Luke 1:31; Hebrews 7:26) Why
had Jesus become a man? Remember, God had
promised to ransom man from the power of the
grave and from death. Jesus said that he ecame
to give his life a ransom for man. (Matthew
20:28) He also said that he came that man
might have life. (John 10:10) The Scriptures
plainly state that he was made a man, lower
than the angels, that by the grace of God he
might taste death for every man.—Hebrews 2: 9.
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God loved his Son. He is the dearest One to
Jehovah’s heart. Because also of Jehovah’s love
for man, that he might have an opportunity to
live and that all the dead might be brought back
and be given an opportunity to live, he per-
mitted his Son Jesus to die. It is written: “For
God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life. For
(tod sent not his Son into the world to condemn
the world ; but that the world through him might
he saved.”—John 3: 16, 17.

Jesus died and was raised from the dead. He
died as a man, and he must forever remain dead
as a man. He was resurrected by Jehovah as a
divine creature, and he then ascended into heav-
en and presented the value of the perfect human
life that he laid down as a ransom or redemptive
price for man. He died, not only for one, but
for all, and in due time all mankind must be
given a knowledge of these facts in order that
each one may have the opportunity to accept
the Lord and obey him and live.

It is written: “IPor this is good and accept-
able in the sight of God our Saviour; who will
have all men to be saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth. For there is one God,
and one mediator between (fod and men, the
man Christ Jesus; who gave himgell a ransom
if:'zor3a11, to be testified in due time.”—1 Timothy

: 3-6.

Why should Jehovah God have permitted his
only beloved Son to die? If any of mankind are
in eternal torment Jesus’ death could not have
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resulted in benefit to them. The mass of man-
kind have died without even knowing anything
about the Lord, and if the preachers are right
these have all gone to eternal torment. The
doctrine of purgatory and the doctrine of eter-
nal torment are absolutely contradictory to the
great truth of the ransom sacrifice; and the
Scriptures plainly state that the ransom sac-
rifice is the means, and the only means, provided
whereby man shall have an opportunity to live.
(Acts 4:12) Now in order to see how those who
have died in ignorance shall have an opportu-
nity for life we proceed to examine that doctrine
so clearly and wonderfully and beautifully
taught in the Scriptures, to wit:

THE RESURRECTION

Man is the highest of the animal ecreation.
He is of the earth, earthy, and made to be prince
over all the animal creation. (1 Corinthians
15:47; Genesis 1:26) All animals are souls.
When an animal is dead it is a dead soul or
creature or animal. A man dies like other ani-
mals, and all go into the same place, to wit, the
grave. In proof of this it is written: “For that
which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts;
even one thing befalleth them: as the one dieth,
so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath;
so that a man hath no preeminence above a
beast: for all is vanity. All go unto one place;
all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again.”
—Hieclesiastes 3:19, 20.

No one would contend that any of the beasts
are in purgatory or in eternal torment. They



THE RESURRECTION 39

are dead and out of existence. Like them, man
is dead and ‘knows not anything’. (Ifcclesiastes
9:5) Man would remain dead forever were it
not for the redemption God has provided, and
then for the resurrection of the dead. Resurrec-
tion means a restanding to life; that is to say,
bringing up to life again. The very word itself
implies that those to be resurreeted are dead.
If the good go to heaven as soon as they die,
what would be the use of resurrecting them?

If any are in heaven, purgatory or hell, ac-
cording to the preachers, they are still alive;
therefore they could not be resurrected. It any
are in eternal torment they ecould not be resur-
rected, for two reasons, (1) because they would
still be alive, and (2) because they would be
doomed to that place eternally. If the resurrec-
tion is true, then the doctrines of eternal tor-
ment and purgatory are absolutely false.

The Scriptures read: God “hath appointed a
day, in the which he will judge the world in
righteousness, by that man whom he hath or-
dained ; whereof he hath given assurance unto
all men, in that he hath raised him from the
dead”. (Acts 17:31) How could God give “as-
surance unto all men” unless he brings them to
a knowledge of the truth; and how could he
bring them to a knowledge of the truth unless
he awakens them out of death?

Again, it is written: “There shall be a resur-
rection of the dead, both of the just and unjfist.”
(Acts 24:15) The just are those who have heen
justified by reason of their faith in Christ Jesus,
I will explain this further to you, in connection
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with those who ultimately go to heaven. In cor-
roboration of this Jesus said:

“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in
the which all that are in the graves shall hear
his voice, and shall come forth; they that have
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection
of [judgment].” (John 5:28,29) If any of the
dead are in purgatory or eternal torment Jesus
would have said so; but he said that they are in
the grave and that they shall come forth. Note
there are two classes; one class comes forth to
the resurrection of life, and the other class to a
resurrection of judgment,.

HEAVENLY CLASS

Nineteen hundred years ago Jesus ascended
into heaven, and shortly thereafter the way was
open for men to become his footstep followers.
(1 Peter 2:21) He said that men who would
become his followers must deny themselves, take
up their cross, and follow him. (Matthew 16: 24)
He also plainly taught that he was coming again
at the end of the world to receive unto himself
those who had been faithful, and that these
should be taken to heaven. This class is made
up of what are called true Christians. There
have been some of these in the Catholic church,
some in the Protestant church, and some outside
of all of the churches.

Men become Christians only between the first
and second advents of our Lord. One becomes
a Christian by having faith in God, and in the
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Lord Jesus Christ as his Redeemer, and then-
by making a full consecration of himself to do
God’s will. God then justifies such a one. Justi-
fication means to be made right with God; that
is to say, God counts him as nght or v |;.,111(\ou%
in order that he might be a footstep follower
of Jesus.—Romans 5:1,9; 8: 33.

(fod then begets him as a new creature (James
TSl sl Peter 1: 1- 3), and gives him, ag a new
cre‘xture the promise that he may be a partaker
of the divine nature if he proves faithful in his
obedience to the Lord. (2 Peter 1:4-11) Faith-
fulness to the Lord means to keep oneself sep-
arate from the world, the Devil’s organization.
(James 4:4; 2 Corinthians 6: 17) The clergy-
men mix up with big business, politicians, and
everything of this world which is a part of the
Devil’s organization. In addition to this they
misrepresent the Lord, teach devilish doctrines,
and make God appear a fiend. They could not
be classed as just men or justified.

The Christian is one who faithfully and un-
reservedly serves the Lord; and he must be
faithful in that, not for a short time, but as long
as he is on the earth. The promise i8: “Be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give thee the erown
of life.,” (Revelation 2:10, R.V.) This is the
class, then, who die as the “good” (John 5:29) ;
and these are the ones who the Lord promiges
shall participate in the chiel resurrection and
- shall be changed from human to spirit creatures
at the resurrection, and who shall then go to
heaven and there be forever with the Lord.
(Revelation 20:6; 1 Corinthians 15:49-54)
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These are rewarded by being made m:unortal
None other are made immortal.

INHABITERS OF THE EARTH

Your son never made any pretense of being a
Christian. He, like all of us, was born without
the right to live, by reason of Adam’s sin. He
was therefore evil in the sight of the Lord. But
that does not mean that God sent him to eternal
torment. He died; and now, says Jesus, all that
have done evil shall come forth to the resurree-
tion of judgment. (John 5: 29) The Devil caused
the word for “judgment” in the Bible to be mis-
translated “damnation”, in order to bolster up
his theory of eternal torture.

The mass of those who have died have been
of this sinner or evil class. They never heard
of the Lord, and knew nothing about the means
of salvation. But they are going to be awakened
and have a judgment or trial, and an oppor-
tunity for life. Then they must be brought to a

knowledge of the truth, in order to be able to ac-
" cept the Lord and obey him. If faithful under
trial, then their reward shall be life on the earth.

It is written that God made the earth for
man’s habitation, and that he made it not in
vain, (Isaiah 45:12,18) The earth will remain
here forever. (Ecclesiastes 1:4) It is to be the
home of restored man.

Now before these blessings can come the dead
must be awakened out of the grave. The resur-
rection of the dead is an absolute certainty. The
resurrection of these cannot be gainsaid. (1 Co-
rinthians 15: 3-20) The Scriptural argument is
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this: “Now if Christ be preached that he rose
from the dead, how say some among you that
there is no resurrection of the dead? But if
there be no resurrection of the dead, then is
Christ not risen. And if Christ be not raised,
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then
they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are
perished.” (1 Corinthians 15: 12,13, 17, 18) Note
that the seripture does not say that they have
gone to eternal torment; but it does say that
if there is no resurrection, then those who have
fallen asleep in death are perished, which means
gone completely out of existence.

The Seriptural argument continues: “But
now is Christ risen from the dead, and become
the firstfruits of them that slept. For since by
man came death, by man came also the resur-
rection of the dead. TFor as in Adam all die,
even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But
every man in his own order: Christ the first-
fruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his
coming.”—1 Corinthians 15: 20-23.

THE KINGDOM

That which stands out prominently in the
Scriptures is the kingdom of God. All the proph-
ets foretold the coming kingdom; and Jesus
taught concerning the kingdom, and likewise
did the apostles. By that is meant God’s king-
dom, with Christ as King to rule and Iless all
the families of the earth. Now note what the
Lord is going to do, amongst other things, dur-
ing his reign:
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“For he must reign, till he hath put all en-
emies under his feet. The last enemy that shall
be destroyed is death.” (1 Corinthians 15: 25,
26) You will note that death is spoken of as an
enemy; and indeed it has been a great enemy
to the human family. When I came into your
home this evening I noticed, of course, that you
were all sad; and this reminds me of a precious
promise that God has put in his Word, which I
now want to read to you that you may have com-
fort therefrom. It reads:

“Thus saith the Lord, A voice was heard in
Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping ; Rachel
weeping for her children refused to be com-
forted for her children, because they were not.
Thus saith the Lord, Refrain thy voice from
weeping, and thine eyes from tears; for thy
work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord; and
they shall come again from the land of the en-
emy. And there is hope in thine end, saith the
Lord, that thy children shall come again to their
own border.”—dJeremiah 31: 15-17,

“The land of the enemy” is the tomb, the
grave, the condition of death; and here is the
promise that there is hope for your son, because
he shall come again to his own horder, his own
country, back to this earth and life. Since Jesus
provided the great ransom sacrifice, which must
be for the benefit of all men, the dead must be
awakened.and given a knowledge of that fact.

You will observe that death is spoken of in the
Scriptures as “sleep”; therefore all the human
race have died and sleep in Jesus. Now note
that it is written: “But I would not have you to
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be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which
are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others
which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so them also which
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him, Where-
fore comfort one another with these words.”
(1 Thessalonians 4:13,14,18) A knowledge of
these things brings comfort to sad hearts. God
wants the people to be comforted. He does not
want them to be frightened. :

The disciples of the Lord went forth to preach
to the people messages of comfort, and all who
have believed on the Lord are ingtructed to com-
fort those whom they find in sorrow. (2 Corin-
thians 1:3-6) Many men claim to be preachers
of the gospel who are not. “Gospel” means good
news; and these men who have been preaching
purgatory, hell-fire and brimstone have been
bringing anything but good news to the people.

The people have sorrowed greatly when they
have been told either that their loved ones dying
outside the church are in purgatory, suffering
beyond human deseription, or that they are in
eternal torture, there to remain forever., God
never purposed that the people should be taught
thus. It never entered his mind. This has been
purely a scheme concocted by the Devil, to blind
the minds of the people to the real truth and
turn them away from Jehovah God. It is plainly
written in the Seriptures that Satan has blinded
the people for this very reason.—2 Corinthians

One who is a Christian is commisgioned of the
Lord to preach good news unto the teachable,
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to bind up the broken-hearted, and to comfort
those that mourn. (Isaiah 61:1,2) The preach-
ers of purgatory, hell-fire and brimstone have
not done this. They have used these devilish
doctrines for a selfish purpose, to bring to them-
selves revenue. I wish you would examine the
Scriptures as to how the Devil has been deceiv-
ing men and opposing righteousness for the
past six thousand years.

There is a book published by the Interna-
tional Bible Students Association under the
title Deliverance. It deseribes man’s experiences
and the opposition of the Devil to God and to
righteousness, from the time of Kden until now.
It then shows from the Scriptures that the Lord
is going to destroy the Devil’s organization, re-
strain the Devil himself, open the eyes of the
people to the truth, bring the dead back to earth
and unite them with the living, and give the
people peace and happiness. That will be true
deliverance; and the people will be delivered
from false teachers and from sickness and sor-
row and death, and they shall be happy.

CONTRAST

I want to just contrast a few of the great
truths taught by God’s Word with the fiendish
and devilish things taught by Satan and hig
representatives:

God gave to man the right to live, and said:
‘If you obey me you shall live, but if you disobey
you shall surely die—Genesis 2: 16, 17.
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Satan said: ‘God is trying to deceive man
and keep him in ignorance. He surely shall not
die.’—Genesis 3:4, b.

God sentenced man to death because of the
violation of his law.

Satan began to teach the doctrine of inherent
immortality, and that the dead are more alive
than they were before they died.

God in his Word says that the dead are un-
conscious, that they are in the grave, and that
they know not anything.—Psalm 146: 4; Icele-
siastes 9: 5.

The Devil promulgated the lie that a few good
church members have gone to heaven and that
a great many more persons have gone to purga-
tory to be punished until prayed out by preach-
ers for revenue, but that the mass of humanity
have gone to eternal torment.

God’s Word teaches that he is love and right-
eousness.—1 John 4:8.

The Devil and his emissaries teach that God
is a fiend who is going to torment his creatures
forever.

God magnifies in his Word the great ransom
sacrifice which he provided that men might live,
—1 Timothy 2: 5, 6.

The Devil and his emissaries on earth teach
the doctrines of purgatory and eternal torment,
which deny the great ransom sacrifice.

God’s Word teaches that the dead shall he
resurrected.—Acts 24: 15.

The Devil and his emissaries teach that those
who die are immortal and in fact are not dead;
and therefore they deny the resurrection.
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God’s Word teaches that in his own due time
he is going to restore the obedient ones of the
human race and give them an everlasting home
on earth, and they shall have eternal happiness.
—Acts 3:19- 21; Matthew 18:11.

The Devil and his emissaries teach that the
earth is merely a breeding ground for humanity,
and that a few of these God gets to heaven but
that the rest of them go to purgatory or to
eternal torture.

Of course we have no personal enmity against
the preachers or anybody else; but surely any-
one can see that men who preach inherent im-
mortality of souls, purgatory and eternal tor-
ment, even though claiming to be clergymen,
are promulgating the Devil’s lies and are there-
fore the instruments of Satan the Devil. If these
doctrines of the preachers were right, then
there would be no hope for your son. “But they
are not right. The Scriptures plainly teach, not
only that there is hope for your son, but that he
1s certain to be brought back from death and be
given an opportunity for life everlasting.

[Throughout the conversation young Samuel
had followed every point. At this stage he could
not contain himself any longer. Jumping up he
exclaimed: “Oh Daddy, Daddy, whoopee! 1 got
it! The Devil made us all believe his lie about
Adam and everybody else! Adam is not in pur-
gatory or torment, but is in the grave, and he
is ecoming back to us. The preachers that told
the people to stay away from that leeture have
been telling the Devil’s lie. I see it now! Why,
Johnny Jones told a lie the other day at school,
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and teacher made him turn his coat wrong side
out and stand up in the corner; and all the boys
stuck out their tongues at him because he lied.
Daddy, is that the reason why the preachers
wear their waistcoats and collars wrong side
in front, because they have been telling the
Devil’s lie #”]

Mr, Remnant continued:

The question of the lad suggests some serip-
tures which show that ere long these preachers
will be held very much in contempt, because of
the false doctrines they have told to the peo-
ple. For many, many years they have taught
purgatory and hell-fire, and thereby have builded
up a tremendous ecclesiastical system which has
become part of the ruling factors of this world.
They preach the young men into war and tell
them that if they die on the battlefield they will
go straight to heaven; and those who do not
want to go and kill their fellow man, they tell
them, must go to hell.

Now some of the preachers are admitting
that there is no such place as eternal torment
and the papers are publishing their adm1ssmns
As the people get their eyes open the preachers
become contemptible in their eyes. When the
people learn how they have been misled, surely
these men who have been instrumental in teach-
ing the people such God-dishonoring doctrines
as purgatory and torment will be in contempt.

The clergy will not then want to mark them-
selves as preachers by the kind of garb they now
wear. In fact they will try to hide their identity.
They will be so ashamed of themselves that they
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will claim that they never were preachers but
that they were taught to herd swine and ecattle.
This is clearly indicated by the words of the
prophet. Of course God foreknew the conrse
they would take, and he caused this to be writ-
ten pr ophetlcally concerning thom

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that
the prophets [preachers] shall be ashamed
every one of his vision, when he hath proph-
esied [preached]; neither shall they wear a
rough garment to deceive: but he shall say, |
am no prophet [preacher], I am an husbhand-
man ; for man taught me to keep cattle from my
vonth And one shall say unto him, What are
these wounds in thine hands? Then he shall
answer, Those with which T was wounded in
the house of my friends.”—Zechariah 13: 4-6.

The word “prophet” meang “preacher”, Be it
noted that then they shall not wear garments to
deceive, as they do now. They will deny that
they were preachers. They will do this in order
to escape the contempt of the people. “T'he house
of my friends” means the Devil’s organization,
which house is made up of the commercial, po-
litical and ecclesiastical erowd. Other seriptures
also show that the preachers are going to get
wounded in that house—Revelation 17:16, 17;
Jeremiah 25: 34-36.

There is no more honorable and blessed voea-
tion than preachmﬂ' the truth of God’s Word,
To preach the “gospel” means to bring “good
news” to those who desire to hear, But the Lord
God never purposed that the telling of the good
news should be commercialized, much le¢ss the
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telling of had news. He sent a host of angels
from heaven to preach good news at the birth
of Jesus. (Luke 2:9-11) This company of heav-
enly messengers declared that in due time this
good news should come to all people. There was
no charge made for the heavenly message.

Jesus preached for three and a half years
when he was on earth, and never took up a col-
lection. Paul made tents for a living while he
went about and preached the gospel. These
faithful teachers of God’s Word brought com-
fort to the hearts of those made sad. It is a
privilege to do that.

In attempting to tell this good news I am not
fighting against men, but against the Devil and
his allies. I believe it to be the duty of every
man to help his fellow man to get free from
error and delusion, and to get that which will
be beneficial to man.

You ask why the papers do not publish these
things that I have told you. My answer is this:
The Devil has a great organization on earth,
bhecause he is the god of the world. (2 Corin-
thians 4:3,4; John 12:31) There are three
combined factors that are the visible rulers of
the world ; namely, the commercial, political and
religious elements. The chief ones in the church-
es are the ultrarich and the politicians, The
preachers have made them the principal of the
flock. The commercial and political elements
arrange for war, and the preachers urge the
men to go to war.

The hig newspapers are owned by the rich
and are used by the politicians, and since the
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preachers are a part of the organization they
insist that the papers shall give no advertise-
ment to the truth concerning God’s Word. That
is the very reason why the preachers in this
town told their congregations to stay away from
the Town Hall and not to listen to the lecture
given there on “WHERE ARE THI DIAD?”
The master mind back of all of this is Satan,
who wants to keep the people continually in the
dark. But the time has come for the people to
know the truth, and they are beginning to get
their eyes opened.

KINGDOM AT HAND

The long-promised kingdom of Messiah is
here. God indicated in his Word that he would
not interfere with the Devil's earthly organiza-
tion until the end of the Gentile times. Jesus
pointed out that that day should be indicated by
a world war, famine, pestilence, revglutions,
return of Jews to Palestine, and distress of na-
tions. (Matthew 24th chapter; Luke 21st chap-
ter) These prophecies began to have their ful-
filment in 1914,

The command of the Lord is.that then “this
gospel of the kingdom shall be preachad in all
. the world for a witness unto all nations; and
then shall the end come”. (Matthew 24:14)
‘When the peoples of earth have been informed
abhout these great things, and the ruling classes
refuse to hear the Lord, then there shall follow
a time of trouble such as the world has never
known. (Matthew 24:21,22) And then all the
people shall be brought to a knowledge of the
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fact that the kingdom is here and shall learn of
the blessings it will bring.

RIGHTEOUS GOVERNMENT

God’s prophet foretold that his anointed Son,
the Messiah, should be King, that is to say, the
invisible Ruler; that he would have his right-
eous representatives on earth; that the govern-
ment would rest upon the shoulder of the great
Messiah; and that he would rule in righteous-
ness, and his representatives with justice.
(Isaiah 9:6,7; 32:1) I shall not ask you to
listen to me now to tell you of the many bless-
ings the kingdom will bring to the people.

You will permit me to refer you to a book
called The Harp of God. 1t is published by the

International Bible Students Association. It

gives a plain and clear statement of the divine
provision for the blessing of the people under
the reign of the great Messiah, At this time,
however, I wish to tell you of what you may ex-
pect for your son during the reign of the great
Messiah, which is even now begun:

RESTORATION

The establishment of ‘the Lord’s kingdom will
begin the “times of restitution of all things,
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his
holy prophets since the world began”. (Acts
3:21) Restitution means to restore that which
is lost. The first man whom God made was made
perfect, and was given the right to rule the
earth. Because of sin he lost the right to life,
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the right to be prince of the earth, and the right
to a perfect government.

The Lord Jesus, nineteen hundred yvears ago,
by his death and resurrection provided the great
redemptive price for man, and all hig rights.
Otherwise stated, Jesus hongh’c everything that
man had lost, and bought it with hig own blood,
It is his right, then, in God’s due time to restore
life to the human race. Why has not God re-
stored it before? I answer, that God’s revealed
purpose is that between the time of the resur-
rection of the Lord Jesus and the setting up of
his kingdom he has been taking out from the
world a people for his name, and that when this
is done, then the Lord sets up his kingdom “that
the residue of men might seek after ‘the Lord”.
—Aects 15:17.

Four thousand years ago God made promise
to Abraham, in these words: “In thy seed shall
all the families of the earth he blessed.” (Genesis
12:3; Galatians 3:8) The “seed of Abraham”
is Christ, the anointed One. (Galatiansg 3: 16,
27,29) This “seed” is what the Lord God has
been developing during the time from the resur-
rection of Jesus to the setting up of his kingdom,
Then shall follow the restoration to mankind
of everything that has been lost. Ilvery one of
the prophets of God foretold these days of res-
toration. The prophets did not nnderstand the
meaning of these prophecies, but God uged them
to make a record for the benefit of the people
who are now on earth.

The first work of restoration will be to elean
up those who are now on earth, God's prophet
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shows that with the coming of the King he
would be rejected by the rulers of the world, in-
cluding the clergymen. (Psalm 2:2-8; Isaiah
8:14; 28:16) Then the hail of truth shall sweep
away the refuge of lies, and disclose the hiding
places of these lies, that the people may know
the truth and that the eves of their understand-
ing may be opened. (Isaiah 28:17; 25:7) That
work is now heginning.

In the course of time all the dead shall be
awakened. Those who have died in recent years
will come back in due time, and those who are
living on the earth at their coming will be ready
to receive them. While they are yet praying
God to send back their loved ones these will
come.—Isaiah 65: 24.

God will awaken mankind out of death and
give them, not the old body that went into the
tomb, but a body reasonably sound and suited to
their purposes. €1 Corinthians 15:38) Those
awakened out of death will begin to get a knowl-
edge of the truth; and as they learn of the good-
ness and loving-kindness of God they will see
what wonderful things he has done for them,
and then they will obey.

But, you may ask, why will not the Devil de-
ceive them at that time and keep them from
knowing the truth, even as he has done in the
past? The answer is that during that period of
time Satan shall be bound that he may deceive
the people no more. God will not permit him to
deceive them.—Revelation 20:1-3.



THE HIGHWAY 57

THE HIGHWAY

A highway, as you know, is a way [lor people
to travel. In our time highways are well marked
ways for going to and fro. God uses a highway
toillustrate the way of returning to him through
Christ’s kingdom. He caused his prophet fo
write it this way: “And an highway shall he
there, and a way, and it shall be called, The
way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over
it; but it shall be for those: the wnvlnl ing men,
thoun-h fools, shall not err thercin.”—Isainh
35: 8.

The Lord shall show the people the way to Fo
over that highway, and that way will be by
wholly devoting themselves to the Lord; there-
fore it is called “The way of holiness”. The Lord
will not permit the unclean to pass over it; but
those who strive to do right the Lord will grad-
ually lead, and give them health and strength
until they are fully restored; and then the in-
habitants shall not say, “I am sick” (Isaiah
33:24), for the Lord will bring them health and
cure, and give them an abundance of peace and
truth. (Jeremiah 33:6) That will be a happy
time.

I again call your attention to the fact that the
Lord Jesus gave his life a ransom for all, (o he
testified to all in due time. (1 Timothy 2:5, 6)
Now, says God’s prophet, referring to the tima
of restitution: “The ransomed of the Lord shall
return, and come to Zion with songs, and ever-
lasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall
flee away.”—Isaiah 35: 10,
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“Zion” here means God’s organization, of
which Christ is the Head, the King and Ruler.
The people will come to that organization with
everlasting joy upon their heads. They will learn
the truth. They will obtain joy and gladness,
and their sorrow and sighing shall end for ever.

Restoration or restitution will be going on for
a thousand years. Those who refuse to obey the
Lord will be destroyed with an everlasting de-
struetion. (2 Thessalonians 1:9; Acts 3:23)
But all those who obey the Lord and try to do
right shall be aided and led in the right way,
and at the end thereof will be granted life ever-
lasting upon the earth. Man, then fully restored
to life and all the rights incident thereto, and
having a just and perfect government upon the
earth in which peace shall reign completely and
forever, will have come to a full restoration of
all that was lost in Adam. Then you and the
other members of your family, united with your
son who has died, all of you rendering your-
selves in obedience to the Lord, shall live and
not die. The promise of the Lord is that those
who have done bad but who then turn to right-
eousness and walk righteously before the Lord
shall live and shall never die~Ezekiel 18: 27, 28.

Jesus illustrated this when he was on earth.
Lazarus was his friend. He often visited at the
home of Lazarus and his sisters. Jesus and his
disciples were some distance away from the
home of Lazarus when, turning to his disciples,
he said: “Our friend Lazarus sleepeth.” One of
hig disciples replied: “Lord, if he sleep, he shall
do well.” But Jesus knew that Lazarus was



























